November 2009: A word from the Headmaster...

News first...

The first half term has flashed past and we aemadly passed the half-term holiday (Only 46 more
shopping days until Christmas! But more of thatdat) Once again Bowbrook has been a hive of
activity. What follows is a flavour of what we, aschool, have been up to...and a few timely
reminders of things we need to do to make thingebstill!

In September:

We welcomed twenty eiglmew pupils who are now into our routines and making the nobghe
opportunities offered to them at Bowbrook. We alscomed four new staff all of whom have
settled well and begun to make good contributiordswaho all add to the vibrant life of the school
both in the classroom and in many extra curricaftaas...long may it continue!

We must be wary that although staff and pupils reetded well it is still going to be ‘all new’ to
them for the first year at least. Pupils need tationie to help their classmates to settle and to
understand the calendar items as and when they.dgwe a little time to all the new pupils and
staff and help them through this their first yeathvus.

RAF Motivational Outreach Team:
Visit to Bowbrook House School on Friday"L$eptember.
Report by Tom Broadley S10.

The RAF is the Royal Air Force. They are the areth® British Armed Forces that deals with all
operations where flying planes, helicopters etdrarelved. Most people think the RAF are all
pilots and that all they do is fight but in fact redghan half of the RAF are not pilots but
mechanics, weapons engineers, medical officersamh. As for fighting the RAF is also very
much involved in sea rescues and deployment afogmbverty stricken countries.

The team came to Bowbrook to motivate us and tegbout our personal qualities such as;
perseverance, patience, communication and team@ariporals Baz Jones and Mike Rodriguez
also came to motivate us and guide us towards lzegapd citizen. All of Year 10 were involved
in the activities which were brilliant, educatiorsald very good fun.

The tasks involved public speaking, leading theadhcross a toxic swamp, rescuing the radio
active barrel and other competitive team games.cbngorals were impressed with our
communication skills and our teamwork and they #aéd we had done so much better than last
year’s group! | really enjoyed the day and woulchjuat the chance to do something like that
again!



Other comments from year 10 include:
“I'd like to thank Bowbrook and the RAF for a furayl and helping me feel

more confident about myself”
“I liked doing the challenges. | learnt | shoulstén to others more.”

“I learned that if | speak out more then peopld Wsten to me. The best things
about the challenges were that they were harduout f

“I think that the best thing were the activitiesey were logical however you
had to think outside the box as well”

“I learnt that | have some good ideas and shoutdtipem forward rather than
keep quiet. The best activity was the bridge atgtivi

“I think that Baz and Mike achieved in what theynied which was to teach us
teamwork and what our strengths and weaknesse3laeebest thing about the
experience is that it was both fun and useful.”

It was a very positive response from all the Yeastudents and from the RAF team who were
impressed by the calibre of our students and teaimwork and communications skills. | know
the pupils gained a great deal from the day antheasame time, they thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. On behalf of the school and the Yeatddents | would like to thank Corporals Baz
Jones and Mike Rodriguez for their highly profesaidnput. Thank you guys!

Macmillan Coffee Morning by 12:
Parents and staff were ably hosted by Mrs Holdwealytae 12 class to cakes and coffee in aid of

Macmillan Cancer Support. The morning raised inesgof £300 and was a great success. My
thanks to all who supported through their attendanrahrough their donations of cakes!

It has been suggested that a regular coffee moberweld purely as a social by the Parents’
Committee as a chance to meet any staff that aeeg falk with your committee members or just
chat having dropped the children off. The firsttidse was on Friday 23ctober and proved
successful. It is likely that we shall try this agan the Spring Term.



Midlands ISA U16’s Football:

In our first ever venture into ISA
major team events, our boys’ U16s
football team travelled all the way up
to Nottingham Trent University to
compete in the Midlands Football
Competition.

Six teams had entered this year and

we came out with a very creditable

3" place. The competition were all

much bigger schools but it was a
close run thing and whilst | was delighted withitt8 place, the boys themselves thought that
they might well have done better. With 8 Year 104 2 Year 9s in the squad they were already
talking about ‘next year’ and what might be.

Mr Shepherd reported that the boys’ behaviour rehlexemplary all day and that he could not
have asked for more in terms of the concentraapplication and determination. A strong team
spirit prevailed and he was extremely proud of them

Stafford Grammar School were the eventual winrens§ — 18 years school they have about 550
on roll and yet we were able to hold them to alldraw in our group match!

Well done the boys and thank you to Mr Shepherérméndously successful competition.

Dagfa House Chase Academy Stafford Gramma| Helthf Dixie
Grammar
Bowbrook U16’s Won 1-0 Drew1 -1 Drew1-1 Lost0-1 Lost0-1

Under 9's ISA Midlands Football Tournament:

Congratulations to the boys, 14 Teams from the
Midland’s schools took part and our boys did us
proud, losing narrowly in the semi-final.

One of our team has even approached by West
Bromwich Albion and Aston Villa scouts who
were there!

Bags 2 School:

Many thanks for all your donations a very succdssfilection raised just over £300 for the
school’'s Parents’ Committee. A very easy way fotaude-clutter at home, raise some money for
the school and re-cycle our old clothes etc. ltaped that this will become a ‘once-a-term’ event
so keep your eyes on the Parents’ Committee’s ebibard!



‘Forest School’ Flourishes:

The new term has brought new adventure to the E8®ol Area.
Pictured below are some of our youngest membeucs/ieig marsh
mallows over an open fire! So much is learnt iullisninal fashion
in these sessions and it is a tremendous assat tugiculum...We
have even forged new friendships by welcoming thepReton
Playgroup to our Forest School area...

In October:

We started this month with théarvest Festivalfor Reception up to J6. There was an array of
fabulous gifts which all went to the Maggs Day CGeribr the homeless in Worcester. | have
received a thank you letter from them outlining haaluable our donation was and how a small
gesture such as this can make a big difference towganisation such as theirs. Thank you to all
who contributed gifts.

Friday 2% wasJeans
for Genesday. All
pupils were asked to
donate a minimum of
£1 to wear one item
of denim to school,
usually their jeans,
along with the rest of
their uniform for the
charity that
investigates genetic
disorders in children. The day was a great sucaedsaised
very nearly £400 for the genes based charity. Ildvbke to
thank the Year 11s for their input on the day andlieir good
humour in helping us to raise so much money.

Chocolate Bingo:

Thank you to all who attended, all who donated oleite and to the Parents’ Committee who ran
the evening on the"of the month. A very successful evening, extrengelgd fun and well
supported by parents and by pupils from all yeamfReception to a strong (and noisy!)
contingent from the upper middles and seniors! Wetle to all and thank you very much for an
entertaining evening...the ‘up side’ of having fukelithat is that we also raised over £300 for the
Parents’ committee funds! Well done all!



Upper Juniors’ and Middles’ Activity Weekend:

Friday 16" saw 35 pupils from across the Upper Junior anddMiGchools depart for the Manor
House Hotel in Devon. Many thanks to Mr Calverd &firs Griffiths who stayed for the duration
but also to others who stayed for part of the wadkeMrs Cornelius, Mrs Blackshaw Miss
Hopkins and Mr Terry all called during the weekemdl joined in. They gave freely of their time
and of their energy. It is this commitment of ¢eschers that makes the whole educational
experience at Bowbrook House School that bit mpeeisl for our children.

We enjoyed Archery, table tennis, badminton, swingnrifle shooting, water polo, ten pin
bowling, laser clays, t-shirt printing, jewelleryaking, football, basketball, candle making, ‘game
zone’, curling and a disco!...No wonder they (weyetired when they got home on Sunday!

Internet Safety and Drug Education Evening:

Monday 14" October. A thought provoking and challenging emgmiun by the West Mercia
Constabulary. For those who missed the eveningrimdton can be found at
www.thinkuknow.co.ukvww.ceop.gov.ukandwww.getnetwise.or@\ll we challenge you to ask if
you know who is entering your home via the inter@elvice on the evening was to work with and
talk to your children and encourage them to be @ieut who they ‘let in’.

A subsequent and similar talk has been given t@tipds in Years 9, 10 and 11 and | believe that
it helped to focus their minds a little and encgedthem not to be so trusting in the ‘virtual’
relationships.

A similar evening with a greater focus on drugsaadion for parents is planned in the spring term
and | will of course keep you informed of this.




Sports News:

Boys Fixtures/Tournaments

U13 Football Away V’s Heathfield 1-3 Lost
U16 Football Home V’s Heathfield 2-2 Draw
U16 ISA Football Tournament 39Place

U1l Football Away V’s Heathfield 1-5 Lost
U9 ISA Football Tournament Semi Finalists

Ul6 Rugby Away V’'s Rencomb College 14-10 Won
Ul3 Rugby Away V’'s Rencomb College 15-29 Lost
U13 Football Home V’'s River School 1-6 Lost

Senior ISA Swimming Tournament

Harry Sykes i Place breaststroke
Toby Alliband % Place Backstroke
Alex Round % Place breaststroke
Harry Sykes ¥ place Butterfly
Amber Griffiths 39 Place Freestyle

Girls Fixtures

Ul5 Hockey Away V’s Heathfield 1-3  Lost

U1l Netball Home V’s Blackminster 1-1 Draw
U13 Netball Home V’s Blackminster 12-10 Won
U13 Hockey Home V’s Blackminster 3-0 Won
U1l Netball Home V’s Blackminster 7-6  Won

Thank you to all the pupils who give of their timeto represent the schoolThe time for
practices and for matches and the extra work thsitcein sometimes create when they miss
lessons or have to catch up on Homework on arrileak tired from a fixture is not taken for
granted! It requires commitment to play for youarte well done so far this term and keep it up!
My thanks also obviously have to go to the gamaf &ir arranging these fixtures and for being
S0 supportive of the pupils.

Congratulations to Sam Jones on his selectionetdidlands ISA U16 Football team in their
fixture against The North and also to Harry Syké®\was been selected at Midlands ISA level for
the National swimming gala. | am confident thatwik continue to supply a small but significant
number of representatives to the Midlands ISA squAd Gwillam Price said last year at speech
day for a small school Bowbrook House really dgesich above its weight’!



Notices and ‘Points of Order’:

Healthy Eating Policy for Short Break

Morning break should be fruit, vegetables or a Hgefill’ sandwich. No cereal bars or biscuits
please. Chocolate and sweets, even chocolate tsisgainot allowed.

Drinks: Cartons only please, or sports cap. Noyfdinks. No cans. Pupils are allowed to bring
water into school but are asked to be ‘courteolsmdrinking i.e. before a lesson, at the end of a
lesson or if they ask permission of the teachanadppropriate time in the lesson. It is bad
manners if a teacher is talking to reach for yaattle and swig in mid flow!

Girls Uniform

A gentle reminder to all of the girls that schoobes should be sensible shoes. High heels seem tt
be creeping in and are not practical or acceptéteversely some girls have ‘fashion’ shoes of a
‘ballet’ design. These are not practical schooleshand whilst | appreciate that shoes are
expensive they are not permitted. Your supporhérhatter of uniform is appreciated and is
expected. Now that we are in winter uniform a regeinthat all pupils should have their top button
and tie done up properly at all times.

| would be grateful if all parents could ensuret ti@ir son or daughter arrives and leave school
correctly dressed and wearing their uniform witld@r Thank you.

The School Web Site: - www.bowbrookhouseschool.co.uk/

The school’s web site continues to evolve and holiosee it merely as a marketing tool. | am
hoping that parents will visit it regularly to keapreast of what is happening in school. We are
hoping to create a ‘This Week’ page which will infoparents of our daily schedule. There are
photos of trips and excursions which will allow yimuprint off pictures of your child enjoying
their days out, match reports, press cuttings hadParents’ Committee page. All need to be
accessed regularly if you want to keep up to débe. should even be able to access newsletters
like this one and any other home-school communidjugitshave been mislaid by ‘pupil-post’!
Please try to make a point of visiting the web sggularly and if you have any feedback on its
layout and design then please do let us know.

100 Club:

The Parents’ Committee currently sit on a very tigdbank balance of some £24,000 and they
continue to drive to raise funds for ‘luxuries’ttee curriculum experience. The main area of
expenditure in the near future will be on new eqapt for Design and Technology, ceramics and
possibly textiles.

An important part of their fundraising is the 10lui& For £4 a month by standing order you can
contribute to the Library refurbishment and CD regse bank as well as the chance of wining
£100 each or 2x £25 every term. The 100 Club isrgrortant part of the Committee’s fundraising
and if you could join then Mrs Ballinger would lotee hear from you.

Web Shop:

So, onwards to Christmas and only 46 shopping ttags! No need to panic as the Parents’
Committee has arranged a dedicated Bowbrook Hociseobshoppingn-line site. Linked to
overeighty High Street storesand familiar names like: Littlewoods, John LewAspazon, RAC,
Early Learning Centre and many more. This site, wilery time you use it, generate money for
the Parents’ Committee funds! By shopping throughveeb site, booking flights or theatre tickets
through the site or even by ordering brochuressamde catalogues through the site you raise
money for your school. The site regularly gener&230-£250 a month...if we all thought to use it
then it would be a lot more. To access the siteogowvw.bowbrookhouseschool.co.uklick on

the ‘Parents’, then ‘web shop’ and then ‘shop anhiow’.

My thanks to all the committee for their continuedefforts on behalf of us all.



Collecting Children at the End of the Day:

If you are a bit late collecting your child and yHeave been sent on to the playground to play or
been sent into Preplease could you make sure that you see the memludrstaff on duty to
advise them that you are taking your child home. lis important that duty staff know who

has been collected and by whom.

Parking Problems:

| am aware of some problems in the twenty minutéseastart and particularly the
end of the school day with parking and accesshoacWe have had some
complaints from our neighbours over ‘inconsidergt@’king. Please try to avoid
parking on the Main Street if at all possible. “T@ewn’ is happy for us to use their
car park and we thank them for this gesture. Ipatents could keep moving around
the island and not park centrally this would helpatly. Please park considerately

and try to avoid parking in the village and pledseeeep the drive moving.
Also a reminder especially to new parents, we aegdue a visit from the speed camera in the
village, my advice would be keep to 30 m.p.h. Weegelly get ‘visited’ once per half term!

It has been a very busy half term and there has meeh splendid work done. Well done to all:
Staff, Parents and especially the Pupils. Now fagadly busy run into Christmas



When looking at ‘future dates’ can all parents plea  se note that a Full School
attendance is expected at the Carol Service at 7:00  p.m. on
Wednesday 9 ™ December at Pershore Abbey.

November:
Tuesday 10th All day Junior ISA swimming gala at Walsall baths
Wednesday 11th 11.00 a.m. Remembrance Services
3.10 p.m. U16’s Football Vs rivers School (H)
U13's Hockey vs Heathfield (H
Thursday 12th 2.30 p.m. Uld’s Rugbnys Bredon (H)( )
Friday 13th All day Year 11 Outdoor Education Day, Upton Warren
U 15/16 Rugby V Bredon (A)
Wednesday 18" 2.30 p.m. U16 Hockey V Bredon (A) 6-a-side.
Year 6 Pyramid Concert Pershore Abbey p.m.
Thursday 19" 5.30 — 8.30 p.m. Worcester VI Form College Open Evening
Children in Need Biscuit sale at short break
Friday 20" 2.00-4.00 Yr10/11 visit Worcester Technology College
3.00 U16 Football v River School (A)
rd All da Year 11 geography fieldwork, Worcester.
Monday 23 2.30 gm. UL1 Faotball v Heathfield (H)
th Gideons to speak to year 7's
Wednesday 25 3.00 p.m. Year 7/8 FooFtJbaI Vs %vers (A)
Thursday 26" 1.30 p.m. J3 — J6 George's Marvellous Medicine Birmingham.
Friday 27" 2.45 p.m. U16 Football V Heathfield (A)
10.15 a.m. N/R/11 and I2 to Cinderella at Roses Theatre.
Monday 30" 2.00 p.m. Junior House Matches
6.00 p.m. PC Christmas decorating of the school
December
Tuesday 1% 2.00 pm Yrs 3/4/5/6/ Christingle Service.
Wednesday 2™ 2.00 p.m. Senior House matches
Thursday 3" Times tbc. Carol Service rehearsals at the Abbey.
Friday 4t 2.45 p.m. U14 Football V He_athfield (A)
3.30 p.m onwards Christmas Fayre in hall
Monday #th HPV injecti_or_ws for Yrs 8,10,11.
Infants Nativity in hall — dress rehearsal.
Christmas Dinner
th House Tug of War
Tuesday 8 2.30 p.m. Infants Na%ivity in hall - parents
7.30 p.m. onwards. | Senior Christmas Disco
Wednesday 9" 9.30-1.00 Carol Service rehearsals at the Abbey
7.00 p.m. School Carol Service at Pershore Abbey
Thursday 10" 12 Noon Term Ends




